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Gathering
of elders
continues

Community

BY HOLLY KESTENIS

ST. PETERSBURG –
Heroism is sometimes defined as the will for self-sacrifice for some greater
good. Annie Godbee has
no problem rising to that
definition.
Tampa Bay Lightning
owner Jeff Vinik and the
Lightning Foundation certainly thought so when
they named her the 21st
Tampa Bay Lightning Community Hero and gave her
a check in the amount of
$50,000 to donate to the
charity of her choice.
Godbee, a retired
school teacher, had no
problem deciding how to
use the money. She donated the entire amount to
the Childs Park YMCA’s
building fund.
“It’s all for the children,” she said as she received the award.
In her capacity as a first
grade teacher at Lynch Elementary, and now as a volunteer in the Y Achievers
after school program, Godbee has been faithfully
serving the children of St.
Petersburg for 45 years.
Last Thursday at Childs
Park YMCA, officials from
the Tampa Bay Lightning
Foundation and YMCA of
Greater St. Petersburg,
supporters, and family
gathered to pay tribute and
bear witness to Godbee’s
generosity and to be inspired by her example.
“First I give praise to
God. God has made the
provision, since I retired in
2003. God gets all the
praise; he gives me the
strength to be with these
children,” Godbee said as
she donned a Tampa Bay
Lightning t-shirt. She went
on to say, “When I got the
call, I didn’t believe it.”

hero
ELLEN KIRKLAND
Contributor

Staff Writerr

ST. PETERSBURG – As
Carolyn Williams took the
microphone, you could tell
she had no qualms about
telling her story of life in
segregated St. Petersburg
at the African American
Heritage
Association’s
luncheon held at First Baptist Institutional Church.
As part of the MLK Day
of Service last month, the
luncheon was organized to
preserve the rich, local
African-American history
by retelling significant
struggles and milestone in
the black community.
Williams lived in south
St. Petersburg and tells a familiar story. A resident of
Jordan Park, she attended
Jordan Park Academy, then
was shuffled along to Sixteenth Street for her middle
school years, before finally
ending up at Gibbs High
School. Now some 60 plus
years later, she still remembers her teachers. Some
more fondly than others.
“I had one teacher that
couldn’t deal with me,” she
confided. “He suspended
me for nothing,” Williams
continued, the room filling
with laughter, “it’s true. I’m
not going to lie.”
But the memories that
stick out the most for her
are those of the neighborhood she grew up in. She
spoke of a Jordan Park both
beautiful in its surroundings and in the residents
See WILLIAMS, page 3

Nevaeh Wade takes 12 medications a day to manage her condition.



BY HOLLY KESTENIS
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG –
Six-year-old Nevaeh Wade
is sick. She has mixed
connective tissue disease
(MCTD) and it’s killing
her.
When we last spoke
with Eco Wade, Nevaeh’s
mom, the story of a
strong little girl and an
even sturdier mother
emerged. Wade was on a
mission to find a cure and
save her daughter, but
now just a few short
months later, she is praying for a miracle.
“This time we found
out she possibly only has

body needs in order to
function. Medication is
prescribed to deter the
disease’s progression, but
in Nevaeh’s case it hasn’t
been enough.
The biggest blow to
Nevaeh and her family is
the chemo treatment she
must now endure. Recently released just a
week ago from the hospital, Nevaeh’s body is shutting down. Although her
organs still remain in
good working order, the
disease has declared war
on her blood cells. Doctors are hoping, and Wade
is praying that the chemo
will work.
“The disease is killing

all her good red blood
cells,” Wade explained.
“It’s attacking and depleting them.”
Administered orally,
Wade doesn’t know what
to expect from the chemo
medicine. But research
has led her to deny the
doctor’s first choice of
feeding Nevaeh the drug
intravenously.
“I told them no,” she
said. “She’s only 43
pounds. It would have
killed her.”
But the hopeful Wade
of the past who put all her
trust in doctors to take
care of her baby has had
See NEVAEH, page 4

Pastor Clarence Welch called home
BY JON WILSON
Staff Writer

Carolyn Williams

about five years left to
live,” Wade confided, her
voice cracking with the
thought of losing her
daughter. “I’m getting a
second opinion.”
The disease has progressed and Nevaeh’s
mobility deteriorates on a
daily basis. Her walker
has now been upgraded
to one with wheels in
order for her to get
around. It’s not a positive
sign.
It is unknown what
causes the autoimmune
disorder MCTD, but it
systematically attacks the
body wearing it down, attacking the very framework and support her

ST. PETERSBURG Clarence Welch, a member
of one of St. Petersburg’s
most prominent families
and a servant of his church
for nearly 50 years, died
Sunday at age 82.
A veteran of the Korean
War, a science teacher, a
stalwart defender of youth
and a champion of the community’s less fortunate,
Elder Welch was senior pastor at the Prayer Tower
Church of God in Christ.
He was called to the church

in 1964 and had served it
steadily since then.
The St. Petersburg native was a brother of David
Welch, a former St. Petersburg City Council member;
and uncle to Ken Welch,
currently chairman of the
Pinellas County Commission.
News of Elder Welch’s
passing brought a cascade
of condolences to the family. More than 100 people
from throughout the city
and Pinellas County visited
Commissioner
Welch’s
Facebook page, many of
whom left comments.

See HERO, page 5

Pastor Clarence Welch
“He lived a good life and
left his footprints on this
earth,’’ was a typical re-

mark. More than 30 others
left similar sentiments.
Annie Godbee

See WELCH, page 6




                     

Tony & Nello's
Southern Italian Cuisine & Grille
(formerly JOJO'S PIZZA)
has been serving Tierra Verde
and St. Pete Beach for more
than 30 years. We offer
authentic southern Italian food.
We specialize in wood-fired
brick oven pizza.

Dine In or
Carry Out!
Catering service is available.

1136 Pinellas Bayway S.
St Petersburg, FL 33715
www.tonyandnellos.com

 



    
   
Over 34 Years in Tampa Bay
Specializing In:
Painting • Drywall • Flooring
Plumbing • Windows• Roofing
Soffit & Fascia Cabinets• Kitchen & Bath
Garage & Porch Rehabilitation
Custom Home Remodeling
Approved Rehabilitation Contractor for: City of Tampa, Hillsborough County,
City of St. Petersburg, Pinellas County and Polk County

Call MICHAEL REEVES - Phone/Fax 813-238-6197
Email: reevesbuilding@verizon.net • www.ReevesBuilding.com
Licenses:

CFC025588

CCC1326860

CBC1251478
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OPINION
Getting there

BY DERICK A. BERNARD

As a passenger on this
MLK Jr. Train, I asked the
question, “Are we there
yet?” So where is there, is
it a physical place, a financial destination, a state of
being, a state of society or
all the above?
Some who live in decent surroundings would
be satisfied, others who are
financially accomplished
may feel secure and those
who adhere to religious beliefs may be intrinsically at
peace. The fact is though,
we all live in the same society experiencing the same
highs and lows. So as a
unique people, with a particular history and journey,
do African Americans have
a common destination?
I would say that all
Americans have a common

obligation to make this
great country a great society, by ensuring that there
is economic and social
equality for all peoples living within its borders. This
would make this country a
more colorblind and accessible society. It is within
this framework of broad
objectives that African
Americans would find a
common destination, one
that Dr. Martin Luther
King and others espoused,
which is, economic and social equality.
So how is this to be
achieved, by waiting for the
proverbial forty acres and
a mule or by small communities such as south St Pete
taking the train by the
helm and changing its socioeconomic and political
circumstances?
If we look back at history we can find two outstanding women who did
just this. Neither Bessie
Coleman, the first AfricanAmerican female pilot, nor
Madam C J Walker the first
female African-American
millionaire, relied on the
proverbial
government
mule or the forty acres.
Madam Walker was
born in 1867, the first of
her family to be born out of

slavery and was an orphan
by age seven. This however, did not stop her from
becoming the first selfmade female millionaire in
the United States. Please
note that she was not an
entertainer or an athlete,
but an entrepreneur who
developed a range of hair
care products for black
women and a successful
business model to market
them.
Bessie Coleman too
was born to a poor Texan
family in 1892. As a young
woman she became fascinated with airplanes and
was determined to fly but
there was no one in the
United States that who
would teach her. However,
that did not stop this determined woman. She decided to attend a flight
school in France. To
achieve this, she worked in
the day, saved her money
and learned French at
night. In 1921 she earned
an international aviation license from the Federation
Aeronautique
Internationale. She was the first
black woman in the world
to hold such a license and
one of a few elite women in
general. She returned to
the U.S. that same year and

became a media sensation.
These two women are
great examples of focus
and determination; they
took the helm of the train
and blew its horns loudly.
There are many examples
of great African American
achievement that can be
drawn on for inspiration
and guidance but are these
stories reaching our youth,
or do they live in a world
where
hopelessness
guides their actions?
I see them every day;
here in the cocoon of south
St Pete, shuffling along,
“pants on the ground,”
seemingly oblivious to the
science and technology
that is propelling this world
forward at an increasingly
rapid pace. They are not
cognizant of the example of
Bessie Coleman who embraced the technology of
her day and became a star,
or of Madam CJ Walker
who saw a business opportunity in her adversity and
became a millionaire.
These two women created
their equality and rose to
the top of society.
Today however, it
seems that a renaissance is
needed in African American community. A cultural
revolution has to take place

in order to achieve socioeconomic and political parity
with the mainstream in this
society. Now, successful
revolutions only occur
when the masses get involved and the best way to
involve the masses is
through existing well- established social structures.
These well-established social structures in the black
community
are
the
churches and in south St
Pete there are many.
More churches could
partner with the NAACP or
similar non-governmental
organizations to form
groups for the expressed
purpose of engendering a
renaissance in this rudderless society. There should
be outreach not for religious purposes, but to
guide young mothers and
fathers on proper parenting, to train young people
on their socio-historical responsibilities, to place an
emphasis on education and
achievement and to help
adults adjust to the changing society in which they
must compete.
Think about the short
term and long term effects
if more of these churches
would come together and
organize educational com-

petitions like spelling bees,
math bees, geography
bees, history bees, and science bees. This might just
change the conversation
and activities in the homes
of St Pete. To achieve this
though, meaningful and
motivational prizes would
have to be awarded.
If these types of self-actuated activities are instituted in and by the
community, the equality
marker may be exponentially moved. There could
be order instead of chaos
and police service instead
of police force. Maybe the
police might be persuaded
to set up an outreach booth
on that day to meet the
youth on their own turf.
They may even be able to
recruit some youth from
the community into the
service. Maybe the military branches might also
be persuaded to set up opportunity booths. Other
companies might also offer
opportunities to the young
people of south St Pete.
I too have a dream, that
south St Pete can become a
model community, but
somebody has to take the
train by the helm. Is there
a willing engineer out
there?

18- to 24-year-old citizen
black population, an 8 percentage point increase from
2004. Blacks had the highest
turnout rate in this age
group. Source: Voting and Registra-

of 2011. Source: U.S. Census Bureau,

American Community Survey

Black History Month by the numbers

BY GEORGE E. CURRY
NNPA Columnist

The U.S. Census Bureau
has released the following
figures about black America
to coincide with AfricanAmerican History Month. If
found them interesting
enough to share.
Population: 43.9 million
The number of blacks,
either alone or in combination with one or more other
races, on July 1, 2011, up 1.6
percent from the census on
April 1, 2010. Source: Population
Estimates

77.4 million
The projected black population of the United States
(including those of more
than one race) for July 1,

2060. On that date, according to the projection, blacks
would constitute 18.4 percent of the nation’s total population.
Source:
Population

Education: 82.5 percent
The percentage of
blacks 25 and older with a
high school diploma or
higher in 2011. Source: 2011

projections

American Community Survey

3.7 million
The black population in
New York, which led all
states as of July 1, 2011.
Texas had the largest numeric increase since April 1,
2010 (84,000). The District
of Columbia had the highest
percentage of blacks (52.2
percent), followed by Mississippi (38.0 percent). Source:

18.4 percent
The percentage of
blacks 25 and older who had
a bachelor’s degree or
higher in 2011. Source: 2011
American Community Survey

1.6 million
Among blacks 25 and
older, the number who had
an advanced degree in 2011.
Source: 2011 American Community

Population Estimates

Survey

1.3 million
The black population in
Cook, Ill., which had the
largest black population of
any county in 2011. Fulton,
Ga., had the largest numeric
increase
since
2010
(13,000). Holmes, Miss.,
was the county with the
highest percentage of blacks
in the nation (82.9 percent).

3.1 million
Number of blacks enrolled in college in 2011, a
74.0 percent increase since
2001. Source: 2011 Current Population

Source: Population Estimates

Serving Our Nation: 2.3
million
Number of black military veterans in the United
States in 2011. Source: 2011
American Community Survey

Survey, Table A1

Voting: 11.1 million
The number of blacks
who voted in the 2010 congressional election, an increase from 10 percent of
the total electorate in 2006 to
12 percent in 2010. Source:

tion in the Election of 2008

65 percent
Turnout rate among
black citizens regardless of
age in the 2008 presidential
election, up about 5 percentage points from 2004. Looking at voter turnout by race
and Hispanic origin, nonHispanic whites and blacks
had the highest turnout levels. Source: Voting and Registration in



 
 

  
 

  

 
   
    
 

Arrangements

45.2 percent
Among families with
black householders, the percentage that were married
couples in 2012. Source: 2012
Current Population Survey, Families and

reau, Income, Poverty and Health Insurance Coverage in the United States: 2011

27.6 percent
Poverty rate in 2011 for
blacks. Source: U.S. Census Bureau,
Income, Poverty and Health Insurance

80.5 percent
Percentage of blacks
that were covered by health
insurance during all or part

 

Population Survey, Families and Living

Living Arrangements, Table F1

Coverage in the United States: 2011

The Weekly Challenger

Families and Children
61.9 percent
Among households with
a black householder, the
percentage that contained a
family in 2012. There were
9.7 million black family
households. Source: 2012 Current

Income, Poverty and
Health Insurance: $32,229
The annual median income of black households in
2011, a decline of 2.7 percent
from 2010. Source: U.S. Census Bu-

of 2010





Coverage in the United States: 2011

the Election of 2008

Voting and Registration in the Election

55 percent
Turnout rate in the 2008
presidential election for the

Income, Poverty and Health Insurance

1.2 million
Number of black grandparents who lived with their
own grandchildren younger
than 18 in 2011. Of this number, 48.5 percent were also
responsible for their care.
Source: 2011 American Community
Survey

Homeownership: 43.4
percent
Nationally, the percentage of households with a
householder who was black
who lived in owner-occupied
homes in 2011. Source: 2011
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Jobs: 28.2 percent
The percentage of
blacks 16 and older who
worked in management,
business, science and arts
occupations. Source: 2011 American Community Survey

Businesses: $135.7 billion
Receipts for black-owned
businesses in 2007, up 53.1
percent from 2002. The
number of black-owned
businesses totaled 1.9 million in 2007, up 60.5 percent.
Source: 2007 Survey of Business
Owners

37.7 percent
Percentage of blackowned businesses in 2007 in
health care and social assistance, repair and maintenance, and personal and
laundry services. Source: 2007
Survey of Business Owners

10.6 percent
Percentage of all blackowned firms operating in
2007 in New York, which led
all states or state-equivalents. Georgia and Florida
followed, at 9.6 percent and
9.4 percent, respectively.
Source: 2007 Survey of Business
Owners
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Sevell “Citation” Brown dies at 81

Letter to the Editor

ST. PETERSBURG —
The St. Petersburg community will bury the legendary running back
Sevell “Citation” Brown,
Jr., one of the last remaining players of renowned
1947 Gibbs High School
National Football Champions.
Born on July 14, 1931,
Brown, Jr. was 81 years
old on Feb. 7, when he
passed away of congestive
heart failure at St. Anthony’s Hospital.
The Gladiators during
this period captured four
Florida State Championships. Al Campbell, one
of the famed “five Campbell brothers” who is still
living, declared it was
scary playing for Gibbs
High School under such
strict segregation in those
days.
“When we beat teams
so badly in their home
towns, the National Guard
would have to escort us
out of town under gun
fire,” related Campbell.
Brown, Jr. was also
nicknamed “Mr. Educated
Toe” for his ability to kick
the football from goal line
to goal line through the
upright.
During Gibbs High’s
reign in that four year period, for two of those four
years their opponents
never crossed their 20
yard line and the other two
of the four years they were
not scored upon.
The
Campbell brothers and

Dear Editor,
There are so many
black women out there
wondering why it’s so hard
for them to find a good
black man. Well, one of the
reasons is because there’s
a great deal of parents out
there that do not know how
to teach their sons how to
be men.
It’s not hard to see that
many black people today
do not really have a sound
criteria that can be used to
teach black boys how to be
men. When we continue to
allow teenage mothers to
have babies without the

knowledge of how to be a
mother, then the circle continues.
Young girls that are 1416 years of age, at times,
mentally still act like 10
year olds, so how do we expect them to all of a sudden
be a parent when they are
just a child at heart?
Another reason it is so
hard to find a good black
man is because they are
being raised by single
mothers. It is not easy for a
woman to teach a boy how
to be a man. Absentee fathers play a large part in
delinquent youth. Both par-

ents need to teach these
boys principals, standards,
values, and discipline. But
what do you do when you
are a single mother raising
a boy?
As a woman, you know
how you want to be treated
by a man, so instill those
same standards in your
son’s head. Expose him to
them at a ver y early age
and keep pounding them in
until he’s grown. Then
maybe we will start seeing
good black men.
Sincerely,



Preserving St. Pete’s hidden history
From WILLIAMS, page 1

Sevell Brown Jr.
Brown are all members of
the Gibbs High School
Hall of Fame.
Since the City of St. Petersburg never recognized
the 1947 national champions, a historic banquet is
being planned later this
year to honor them.
“We simply could not
pull it together in Black
History Month before
dad’s heart gave out,”
stated Sevell Brown, III.
Before
passing,
Brown, Jr. spearheaded
the Black History Month

celebration at his church
earlier this month.
The wake is scheduled
today from 6-8 p.m. at Elim
Seventh Day Adventist
Church, 4828 2nd Ave. S.
in St. Petersburg. The funeral is scheduled for Fri.,
Feb.15 at noon at same location.
Log onto The Weekly
Challenger’s website to
watch a 2008 ABC-TV special featuring an interview
with Brown, Jr. and the
Campbell brothers.

Parent Support for Education Council, Inc. in partnership
with The Weekly Challenger presents:

Parent of the Week Award
This award is not a contest; rather the purpose of the award is to celebrate
parental engagement in education by parents and caring adults. While encountering many challenges, these parents continue to be engaged in all aspects of their
children’s lives.
“I am a member of the ‘Walking Parents’ at Campbell Park Elementary and I am pleased to not only
walk my child, but assist other parents by walking
with their children. It is very important for all children to receive a good education in a safe environment. I will continue to do all I can to help others.”
Thank you Ms. Addison, you are a true community villager!

that lived there.
“It was all black neighbors,” she remembered
fondly. “It was beautiful at
the time and everybody
was together.”
And it is this feeling of
togetherness that emanated from past black communities that permeated
through each and every
story told by the elders.
Williams was no exception.
Living with her mother,
brother, and sister, she remembers playing in her
yard while visitors often
stopped by to admire the
landscaping.
“All the ladies used to
go out there,” she explained. “We had a bed of
roses and we kept the yards
up.”
But it was stories of her
grandmother that showed
some of the hardships of
the time. Laundering for a
living, Williams’ grandmother washed and ironed
clothes; however, she was
responsible for transporting
the items across town.
“I used to have to come
from 5th Avenue to 28th
Street South to pick up a
white man’s clothes and
take them all the way back
home on my shoulder,”
Williams said as she added,
“and I had to take them
back there.”
And although she jokes
about it keeping her in
shape, it was a sign of the
times and a way of life she
didn’t enjoy.
When Williams was
able, she left St. Petersburg

Williams being interviewed by Jon Wilson at the
Heritage Association luncheon on Jan. 21.
and migrated to New York.
She recalls watching television and hearing of a riot in
Jordan Park. The news
broke her heart.
“At the time the drugs
had got in Jordan Park,”
she explained. “It hurt. It
brought me back home.”
Pleas to return also
came from her mother but
just a few months after returning to the area,
Williams’ mom passed
away and she found herself
alone wondering what to do
next.
“There I was,” she recalled. “I didn’t know which
way to go.”
With no close relationships locally, not even
among her siblings who
had difficulty understanding her outspoken nature,
Williams had to pull herself
together. She has lived
downtown for roughly 18
years and although others
have tried to convince her
to move, she has chosen to
remain St. Petersburg.

“I wonder how I got
there,” she told the crowd.
“I’ve had so many people
try to get me to move and
now they’re trying to get
back.”
Williams plans to work
with students at Gibbs High
School to share some of her
struggles and triumphs
with teens. She believes
they will benefit from her
experiences.
“I feel that I have something to say,” she finished.
“It wasn’t easy growing up
in St. Pete, but if you have a
great attitude you will get
through anything.”
The African American
Heritage Association is actively looking for more community members to share
their stories. Plans are currently underway to create
casts of participant’s hands
in order to help preserve
their rich African-American
history.
To tell your story,
please call 727-892-5470 or
727-892-5451.

Qiana Addison



Tonya Miller, a single parent, lovingly
walks her child to school every day and reads
and discusses lessons and school activities.
Parents and caring adults, this is another
way to be engaged in the daily lives of children. Great job Ms. Miller!



 



Tonya Miller

PINELLAS HIGH SCHOOL CLASS OF 1963

50TH CLASS REUNION

Come and
celebrate
with your
classmates!
Members of the Class of 1963 who attended Pinellas High School
in Clearwater will celebrate its 50th year reunion.
Events are scheduled for Fri.-Sun., June 7-9.
Some classmates could not be reached,
so if you have not been contacted, please call
Annie Elliott Gardner 727-581-6361 or
Janie Perkins Williams 727-623-8646.

We are looking forward to hear from you.










  
  
BE SURE
TO CHECK
OUT OUR
‘WEBSITE!

TheWeeklyChallenger.com
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Andrew Williams: An unexpected life
ST. PETERSBURG —
In our community, many
remarkable young people
dream of a real opportunity
for success and fulfillment.
They are talented, creative,
and have the desire to
excel, but cannot afford a
private education on their
own. These are the children that Academy Prep
enrolls, educates, and
transforms into the future
leaders of our community.
In the midst of a major
crisis in our education system, Academy Prep, a private middle school in south
St. Petersburg, is using
strategies that work to
achieve remarkable results.
Academy Prep focuses
on three major pillars in its
comprehensive program: a
rigorous college-preparatory curriculum, enriching
extracurricular activities,
and a minimum of eight
years of ongoing graduate
support throughout high
school, college, and into
the workforce. Students attend small, single gender
classes up to 11 hours a
day, six days a week, and
11 months a year.
The result of this
unique program is an astounding 90 percent high
school graduation rate.
Compare this percentage
with studies reporting a
graduation rate in Pinellas
County of less than 40 percent within the same demographic as Academy
Prep students, and you are
bound to be impressed.
Hear the first-hand account from graduate Andrew Williams and you will
be blown away.

Andrew Williams
“To say my time at by the education and guidAcademy Prep was a well- ance I received at Academy
rounded and fortunate ex- Prep. Every time I look
perience would be a back on my journey, I can
dramatic understatement. hardly believe how far I’ve
While attending Academy come, the places I’ve been,
Prep, I went scuba-diving, the people I’ve met.
“It all seems extraorditook sailing lessons, played
the piano, spoke Latin, and nary for a poor kid from
learned to trade stocks,” south St. Petersburg.”
Stories like Andrew’s
said Andrew, a graduate of
Academy Prep’s first class, are a dime a dozen at Acadthen
Saint
Andrew’s emy Prep.
Academy
Prep
is
School in Delaware, and finally Dickinson College in now accepting applications
Pennsylvania.
for the 2013-2014 school
“Now officially four year. For more informayears out of college, I can tion, go to http://acadereflect on an unexpected myprep.org/stpete or call
life that was made possible 727-322-0800.

Nevaeh’s daily struggle with a debilitating disease
From NEVAEH , page 1

enough of the guessing
game.
“I told them you are not
going to make a guinea pig
out of her,” Wade vehemently declared. “I did my
research on the medicine. I
did my research on the disease. I’ve done my research
on everything.”
Unfortunately
for
Nevaeh however, there
isn’t much research out
there. So Wade has decided
to take a stand. Originally
hoping to sign her up for St.
Jude’s Children’s Hospital,
only to be denied a referral,
she is frustrated with the
healthcare system that
seems all too willing, in her
opinion, to let Nevaeh
waste away.
“The disease has completely killed her skin. She
has no barrier left,” Wade
explained. “It’s now attacking her joints and she possibly won’t be able to walk.”
With almost weekly visits to the hospital, she wonders just how much further
her daughter’s condition
needs to deteriorate before
doctors will offer a plan of
action. While in the hospital, Nevaeh received intense steroids, along with
her first chemo treatment,
but Wade is sure there is
more that can be done for
Nevaeh and is angry at the
system for viewing her
daughter as a child on Medicaid and not a child in need
of care, no matter the cost.
“If she would have had
some other type of insurance, they would have done
all these tests and done the
total workup on her a long
time ago,” Wade chastised as
she explained how Nevaeh
is “just assigned” to a doctor.
It can be hit or miss.
“Some are really compassionate. Some are helpful,” she said, “but all of
them are not.”
In MCTD the symptoms generally do not manifest all at once, but instead
tend to occur separately
over a number of months
or years, making diagnosis
complicated. It can result
in muscle aches and joint
swelling. In some cases the
joints can become deformed, causing extreme

Nevaeh smiles as she uses her
walker with wheels to get around.
pain.
But with her daughter’s
life hanging in the balance,
Wade is sick of playing the
game.
“I’m going to take a
stand for my daughter and
I’m not going to let them
play with her life like that,”
she said sternly.
Although risky, Wade
felt pressured to send
Nevaeh to school. The result, more time in the hospital.
So
now
on
chemotherapy drugs, she
is adamant her daughter
stays home due to her suppressed immune system.
Confusion
quickly
turned to frustration, however, when doctors encouraged her to keep Nevaeh
secluded from sick people,
while in the next breath
suggested she attend
school.
“I’m not sending her to
school so she can get sick
and pass away,” Wade explained the heaviness in
her heart apparent in her
voice “That would kill me
because I would feel like I
contributed to it.”
Wade’s research has led
her to a hospital in Texas
that she believes specializes in autoimmune diseases. She plans to fly
Nevaeh there in March. It

is this specialized knowledge that she hopes will
benefit Nevaeh and put her
own mind at ease that she
is doing all she can to ensure her daughter receives
the right treatment.
“I feel like I chose the
right hospital and we can
possibly go from there,”
Wade said.
To help raise money for
Nevaeh’s treatment, the
family is putting on a fashion show that promises to
be extraordinary. With a
few acts lined up to entertain and a slew of local
groups and businesses
backing her efforts, Wade
plans to roll out the runway
and allow local kids to strut
their stuff in some of the
latest fashions.
The Uhuru House will
loan a designer to the cause
and Wade hopes their efforts will raise enough
money in donations to pay
for Nevaeh’s trip to Texas.
Nevaeh’s fashion show
will take place at The Yard,
4300 6th St. S., on Feb., 23
from 4 – 8 p.m. All donations will go toward helping
Nevaeh battle this debilitating disease. An account in
her name has been opened
at Growth Financial, and
you may visit any branch to
donate.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Shop Talk

 


BY HOLLY KESTENIS
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG —
Some will tell you reading is
a dying art. That television
and video games not only
rule the roost when it comes
to children, but most adults
too. However, according to
thedailybeast.com, roughly
89 percent of American
adults are still reading. If
you’re one of them, or want
to become one of them, we
have a treat for you.
Ray Brown is a local barber. He’s been cutting hair
since he was 14. Nearly 11
years ago, he opened Clipper
Cutzz Barber Shop, located
at 2437 5th Ave. N. But lately,
Ray has been doing something other than just cutting
hair. He’s played host to a
local book club that he’s appropriately named Shop
Talk, and his clientele couldn’t be happier.
“I don’t think it was me allowing someone to use the
shop as much as it was me
wanting to join the book
club,” Brown laughed as he
explained how it all started.
“The more she kept talking
to me about the book club; I
started asking, ‘What’s going
on with the book club?’”
The “she” Brown is referring to is Cheryl Underwood. One of his customers
and the original founder of
Shop Talk, before it even had
a name. Underwood admits
she’s not quite sure how it all
came about, but is truly
happy with the way things
turned out.
“Oddly enough there’s a
core group of us who have
been together since the very
beginning,” she explained, “I
think I’m the only consistent
woman, otherwise they’re all
guys.”
Which is pretty amazing

Courtesy of

L-R, William Jones, Cheryl Underwood and Ray Brown are book club regulars.
when you realize the club
began back in 2007. Over the
years Underwood has
changed locations a few
times, starting out in a shop
in the old Maxi Mall, but
when the owner changed location, the book club started
to wane.
“They
were
going
through a couple things
where they weren’t open,”
Underwood disclosed, “so
we kind of dwindled for a
while.”
Over the years, the book
club has read a variety of
books and experienced an inconsistent following. “It’s
funny, who attends the club
really depends on what we’re
reading,” Underwood said.
“There’s a core group who
will read whatever, but then
there are the others who just
kind of come and go depending on what the book is.”
From the famous Zane
novels that depict erotic fiction, to the tell-all autobiography “Chocolate Thunder,”
which exposes sex, drugs,
and racism in professional
basketball during the 1970s

and 1980s, the atmosphere in
the shop can get downright
interesting. In fact one book
in particular, Rajen Persaud’s
novel, “Why Black Men Love
White Women,” was responsible for drawing a crowd so
large it was standing room
only.
“We must have had 20-25
people in there,” Underwood
explained of their old location
in the bookstore. “It was interesting because it focused
on interracial couples.”
But not all books covered
are controversial in nature.
Participants discuss what flavor of book they are up for,
whether it is a romance or
something a bit more serious
or political. Each member of
the club has the opportunity
to suggest a book title and
members support all the
books chosen.
“We did agree that when
it was your turn no matter
what you chose we would
read it,” Underwood admitted, “even if that means we
have to agonize through it.”
And there have been a
few. One of Brown’s recent

picks was Steve Harvey’s
“Think like a Man, Act like a
Lady,” and although every
book isn’t a hit, the group
finds humor in their not-sogood choices.
“I bought the book online
for 33 cents,” Underwood
chimed in, “and I think I paid
way too much.”
So if you’re one of the 89
percent of adults still hooked
on reading, or if you’d like to
take up the hobby with a
group of enjoyable patrons of
the arts, the Shop Talk book
club would love to have you.
Shop Talk meets the last
Sunday of each month, with
the length on each book depending on the material chosen. Brown recently created
a meet up account online to
try to get some new members and Clipper Cutzz Barber Shop has a facebook
page and website that you
can check out for more information.
“We are certainly looking
for folks,” Underwood acknowledged. “It’s not any
particular genre. We’ll read
anything.”

season games. Owner Jeff
Vinik, who bought the
Lightning two years ago,
plans to give $10,000,000
over the next five years.
Officials of the YMCA
of Greater St. Petersburg
smiled broadly as they
joined Godbee on the stage
erected for the occasion in
the multipurpose room located at 691 43rd St S., St

Petersburg, to receive the
check.
Childs Park YMCA is
home to Y Achievers, according to Deborah FiggsSanders,
Executive
Director. Y Achievers is a
special afterschool program that teaches to Sunshine State Standards and
provides homework assistance. The children also do

daily journal writing and exercises designed to enhance
writing
skills.
Godbee is an afterschool
teacher and mentor in the
program.
For more information
about YMCA programs and
to find out about volunteer
opportunities, call 727-2099622 or visit the website at
www.stpeteymca.org.

From HERO, page 1

To date, the Tampa Bay
Lightning has named 21
Community Heroes and
disbursed over $1 million.
Each hero receives a check
in the amount of $50,000 to
donate to the charity or
charities of their choice.
The Lightning names a
community
hero
and
makes an award at each of
the Lightning’s 41 regular
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Pastor Clarence Welch dies at 82

Expressions of love

From WELCH, page 1

BY DEXTER MCCREE
Staff Writer

Valentine’s Day is synonymous with expressions of love. Today, like no other pulls
the cupid from within all of us. Romantic lovers receive flowers while friends exchange
candy. Parents receive cards as children give smiles. The love which travel the airways
fill the inner most of willing recipients and some by surprise – if only but a day. Here is
a Valentine’s Day “expression of love” from a few members in the community.

Marquez Sims
“Live! Laugh! Love!
Happy Valentine’s
Day!”

Clinton Williams
“To Dominique Pruitt,
Happy Valentine’s
Day!”

Ashley Seay
“Happy Valentine’s
Day to my mom
and dad!”

Jessica Hampton
“To my husband,
Jacques. You are
perfect in my eyes and
I love you!”

Antonio Kirkland
“Happy Valentine’s
Day to all the lovers in
the world!”

Darrell Ward, Jr.
“To all who feel like
you are not loved, just
remember that God
loves you!”

BE SURE
TO CHECK
OUT OUR
‘WEBSITE!
TheWeeklyChallengerNewspaper.com

Said
Commissioner
Welch: “He was a shepherd
to many, and had a special
place in his heart for young
people. He made sure that
the youth in our church had
opportunities and exposure
to other places.”
Elder Welch’s good work
with young people was one
of his most rewarding tasks.
“My best experience of
being the senior pastor of
Prayer Tower is witnessing
this dynamic youth ministry
that has been operating at
the church for the past five
years,” he told The Weekly
Challenger a year ago.
“Most of the youth who
have participated in this ministry finished high school
and have gone on to college.
Now most are returning to
the church after being in the
world. To see how people’s
lives have changed and seeing that they have found out
what life is really about
makes me happy,” he said.
Elder Welch attended
Jordan Elementary and
Gibbs High School. He grew
up in a house on Seventh Avenue South, not far from the
landmark wood yard his father operated on Fifth Avenue South and 16th Street.
His parents were Flagmon
and Gussie Welch, and father Welch soon put
Clarence and his brothers
David and Johnny to work in
the business.
“From the time we could
tote wood, we were working,” Elder Welch told a reporter several years ago.
The former science
teacher at Sixteenth Street
Junior High and Azalea Middle schools served with an
Army combat air patrol during the Korean War. Before
being drafted, he attended

Pastor and Sister Clarence Welch
Xavier University. He later
graduated from Florida
A&M with a degree in earth
sciences and a minor in
chemistry.
Elder Welch leaves a
long list of accomplishments
and accolades. He served on
the boards of the YMCA and
the Hospice of the Florida
Suncoast. He was on the
Pinellas Technical Education
Center advisory council and
worked closely with the Interdenominational Ministerial
Alliance
and
Congregations United. He
was co-founder of the
YMCA’s Neighbor-to-Neighbor program, which adopts
needy families for Christmas. He wrote a children’s
book called “My Friend the
Lizard,” its proceeds going to
buy hearing aids for children.
In 2004, Welch became

the 40th recipient of the St.
Petersburg Bar Association’s
Liberty Bell Award for his
community service.
“He exemplifies the
highest respect for individuals, integrity, ethics and compassion toward mankind in
all walks of life,” PinellasPasco Circuit Judge J.
Thomas McGrady said at
the time.
Elder Welch also is survived by his wife of 59 years,
Marilyn; a son Ricardo, and
a daughter Sharon.
A wake will be held at 6
p.m. this Friday at the Prayer
Tower Church of God in
Christ, and the funeral service at 11 a.m. Saturday at the
church, located at 1137 37th
St. S. in St. Petersburg.
Information from a
Weekly Challenger story by
Jeanie Blue was used in this
report.

NO COST MEDICAID &
MEDICARE REVIEWS
727-327-9881 • 3535 Central Ave.
St. Petersburg, FL 33713

H EALTH & WELLNESS
• Prevention • Awareness • Education •
•Testing • Counseling • Referrals •
HELP - US - HELP - U • Access
Food Stamp Application/SNAP
Medicaid Application - Recertification

727.403.3366
www.helpushelpuinc.org

PROJECT CRADLE CARE

EDUCATION FAIR

Premature birth is the number one cause of death during
the first month of life. About 13 percent of all birth defects
affect babies born to very young mothers. Adolescent
childbearing presents health risks to both mother and baby
and has long term consequences for society.
The goal of this free Education Fair is to provide information about issues related to prenatal and post-natal care to parents, teenage girls
and boys, teachers, counselors, churches and community groups.

Come join us Sat., Feb. 16, from 3-5 p.m.
at the James Weldon John Library ~ Community Room,
1059 18th Ave. S., St. Petersburg, on Sat., Feb. 16, 3-5 p.m.
The education fair is sponsored by Epsilon Beta Sigma Chapter
Sigma Gamma Rho Sorority, Inc. in partnership with The March of
Dimes and The Pinellas County Health Department.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
2013 My Black Is Beautiful Pageant
Where in St. Pete can you go to watch a bevy of beauties showcase their talents and dazzle
you with gorgeous evening wear? The My Black Is Beautiful Pageant of course. Nine stunning young ladies worked for five and a half weeks taking workshops on theatre, monologues,

public speaking and more. All of their hard work paid off, for on Sun., Feb. 10 at the City
Theatre in St. Petersburg, the judges had a hard time choosing just one special little girl
from the categories of Tiny Miss, Little Miss, and Junior Miss to walk away with the title.

Denia Averette took first place in Tiny Miss.

Kira Butler took first place in Little Miss.

Danielle Russell took first place in Junior Miss.

Daja Gray

Jada Presley

Mariah Collins

Imari Lewis

Jakera Jordan

Mariah Davis
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Getting the
Best of You
By Dee Mortellaro

Mind over matter
When my daughter was little, she was terrified of
going to the doctor for shots. After the kindergarten
series, she started asking me all throughout the year
when she had to go back for more. She would always
cry at my answer, even if the next round of shots was
years away. She agonized over them, cried and begged
me to get her out of it.
One doctor appointment stands out very clearly in
my mind. As we waited in the outer lobby, she started
to get tense. Then, inside the exam room, her temperature rose, body shook and her sobs turned from a
whimper to hysteria. The nurse came in to wipe her
arm with alcohol and my daughter, sitting in my lap
sobbed, “Tell me when they are going to do it.” She
was so worked up and delirious she didn’t realize the
shot had already happened. When I told her it was
done, she opened one eye in disbelief. Sure enough,
the agony and torment she created for herself was
more excruciating than the pain of the shot.
How many times do we, as adults, create the same
experience for ourselves. I know that in the past, I have
worried myself sick over something that might happen, and many of those fears never came to pass.
Research has shown that stress and worry can be
major contributing factors to heart disease, fatigue and
depression.
Lighten up? It’s easier said than done. But there are
practices that you can implement into your weekly
schedule that will help alleviate worry and stress.
1) Start a prayer or gratitude journal. If you begin
writing down the people and things you pray for and
then go back periodically and re-read them, you’ll see
that you’ve made it through to the other side of the
trouble and it’s now behind you. By keeping a gratitude
journal nightly, you will keep your mind focused on the
small things for which you are thankful every day.
2) Exercise. According to the Mayo Clinic, exercise
pumps your endorphins. It also improves your mood,
provides mental clarity and lowers symptoms associated with mild depression and anxiety. Exercise can
also improve your sleep, which is often disrupted by
stress, depression and anxiety.
3) Volunteer or Pay it Forward. Volunteering is an
amazing way to take your focus off yourself and to give
to another person or group of people who appreciate
your time and talents. Speak to someone who has gone
on a mission trip to “serve” and you’ll find that they always feel like they are on the receiving end of the gift.
Even something as simple as a Random Act of Kindness can give you such a great feeling of warmth and
compassion.
This week’s challenge: choose one or more of the
suggestions above and incorporate them into your
week. Remember to check out The Weekly Challenger
Wellness blog at www.wellnesschallenge2013.com.



By Marlo Scott

Tycia Walker had a fascination
with braiding hair since she was a
little girl. From watching the
daughter of one of her mother’s
friends braid her hair at night to
practicing on Barbie dolls, she was
determined to learn the craft.
Walker did not have to leave the
house for lessons though; she
could sit and watch her mother,
Edna “Marie” Walker braid her
aunt’s hair. As she got a little older,
her favorite aunt would braid her
and her sister Becky’s hair in the
most fantastical styles.
After watching for all those
years, she put down the Barbie
dolls and started creating her own
masterpieces atop friend’s heads.
“I first started doing small
things like basic styles then I
began to do the microwave ponytails, oh yeah, that was the real
deal,” said Walker.
Next she tried her hand at pompadours and French rolls and when
the crochet braid style came on the
scene, Walker found her niche.
“Those were fun times and
when you wore those styles
couldn’t nobody tell you nothing.
Nowadays, a person probably
wouldn’t be caught on the streets
day or night with crochet braids in
their hair,” she laughed.
Styles change and people’s
tastes change, but Walker’s love of
braiding hair never has. In between
different jobs, she would continue
to braid hair. So in 2005, she decided to make it official and enrolled in Loraine’s Beauty School.
“It became obvious to me,” said
Walker “that you can make all the
money in the world and not truly
love what you do. We need to realize that it is important to love what
we are doing because if you love
doing it, it doesn’t feel like work.”
While in beauty school she
landed a job at Sally’s Beauty Supply. She learned about skin, nails
and salon equipment. She also was
fortunate to get a job with an
African braider who showed her
how complex braiding really was.
“I worked for Hedi’s and that’s
when I believe I developed the art
of braiding,” she explained.
During her stint at Hedi’s Salon,
she was taught how to add in the
correct amount of hair so that the
person’s style wasn’t too heavy and
would have a more natural look.
“I would watch and take a lot of
mental notes. I began to realize
that the art of professional hair
braiding was not as elementary as
I’d thought,” she said.
Walker is currently working at
Shampoo Me Salon located at 2218
34th St. S. She is a licensed braider
who also offers hair care. She
braids a wide range of styles from
the single plats to the Senegalese
twist and everything in between.

Who’s doing your hair?

In the future she plans to open
up her own natural hair salon that
will offer extensions, but will
mainly focus on the healthy hair.
“Yes extensions are beautiful
and carefree, but once removed
you want your own hair to be
healthy and just as beautiful. A lot
of people would be in a world of
trouble if there were no more extensions,” she said.
She enjoys being self-employed
because she loves the flexibility of
her schedule. This allows her to
spend time with her family. Walker
is the proud mother of one teenage
daughter and two smaller sons.
Her fiancé is a tremendous help

with raising the children, and they
can all be spotted every Friday for
family fun night or Sundays at
Pinellas Community Church.
Walker is currently running a
special on Twists with extensions
for $210 with hair included because
she only uses a special high quality
hair.
“I am an African-American hair
braider who offers hair care, and I
can braid just a good as the
Africans, if not better.”
Shampoo Me Salon is open
seven days a week. To make an appointment with Tycia Walker, a
braid artist, please call 727-6239875.

Stop it, I say!
Wild and ridiculous salon situations
I went down the road to my neighborhood barbershop to get my haircut because it was looking rough.
You see, I use to go every other week until I got laid
off my good job at the warehouse. My car was just in
the shop, the light bill was due and the baby’s daycare
fees were mounting, but I sure needed my hair done.
So when the barber called me, I was a little nervous
but I sat down anyway.
“Could you take me down a little lower and fix this
part right here? You know I like it looking fresh.” So
when the barber said $18, as he always does, I said,

“Man, I musta left my wallet in the car.”
So I went to the car, got in and drove off. I didn’t
mean to do him like that, but I’m having a hard time.
Stop it, I say! That’s just wrong! You knew you
didn’t have no money before you sat in his chair. They
should have called the cops on you. Trying to be so
smart, but so dumb; you will reap what you sow. All
you had to do was be honest and up front with the barber. Sometimes they help people out by giving out free
haircuts or they extend credit.
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CHALLENGER SPORTS
ND suspends boxer
for diving against
Ray Edwards

Ray Edwards
BISMARCK, N.D. —
(AP) North Dakota’s fight
commissioner has suspended an Iowa boxer for
allegedly taking a dive 13
seconds into a bout
against former Minnesota
Vikings and Atlanta Falcons defensive end Ray
Edwards.
Al Jaeger, the secretary of state and overseer
of
combative
sports
events in North Dakota,
said it’s clear from video of
Saturday’s fight that
Nicholas Capes wasn’t hit
before he dropped to the
canvas soon after the
opening bell.
“As we move ahead,
we’ll take appropriate action as the investigation
review unfolds,” Jaeger
told The Forum.
Event promoter Cory
Rapacz said Capes - a
cruiserweight - was a lastminute replacement for a
couple of no-show boxers
and didn’t realize what he
was getting into before
stepping into the ring with
the much larger Edwards,
who fights as a heavyweight.
“I feel terrible for
him,” Rapacz told WDAY-

TV. “(Capes) got scared
and looked for a way out.”
Edwards was a fourthround draft choice of the
Vikings in 2006. He had
nearly 30 sacks in five seasons with the team, and
signed as a free agent with
the Falcons in July 2011.
The team released him
last November.
Rapacz told KVLY-TV
officials expected Capes
to try, but he said the
backlash against the
boxer is unfair. A telephone listing for Capes in
Cedar Falls, Iowa, could
not immediately be found.
The event also included a victory by heavyweight Aaron Green, a
former North Dakota
State basketball player,
and an appearance by former world champion Virgil Hill, a North Dakota
native, Rapacz told The
Forum.
The incident angered
some fans, including
Bryan Domholt.
“Tickets were 50
bucks apiece. That’s a lot
of money to spend on a
fake sanctioned event,” he
said.

High school basketball
district results
BY PHILLIP HAYWOOD
Sports Writer

ST. PETERSBURG –
(5A-12) Every game this
basketball season that the
Boca Ciega Pirates (18-8)
and Gibbs Gladiators (225) played, the score was
pretty close. As usual the
Pirates got off to a dismal
start and the Gladiators
advanced early on. Gibbs
played pretty well from the
onset of the game as they
took 11-6 lead in the first
quarter but stretched the
lead to 29-11 at halftime.
“Even though we are
up these guys are not
going to quit, they are
going to make a run in the
second half. When they do
we must play through it,”
coach Murphy said in the
locker room.
Daniel “Bug” Davis
who transferred from
Lakewood has been a very
important component as
of late for the Gladiators.
He seems to have a knack
for getting the ball during
key situations in games.
Davis hit a big three point
shot to help propel the
Gladiators to a victory.
Several weeks ago, he hit
a huge shot to beat district
rival Lakewood.
“I was feeling it just
like the last time.” “I knew
the shot would go in,”

Davis said. Both teams
will advance to the playoffs; today the Pirates will
travel to play Tampa Jesuit
and the Gladiators will
host Tampa Lennard.
(7A-10) St. Pete High
Green Devils, who has had
somewhat of an up and
down season, finally put it
all together in a defense
battle to win their district.
The game was a low scoring affair for both St. Pete
and Seminole as they both
played stifling defense.
The Green Devils led by
eight in the fourth quarter
but
the
Seminole
Warhawks made consecutive 3s to close the gap.
Dayon Griffin would
later sink several free
throws to seal a 35-31 victory as both teams advance on Thursday. St.
Pete will face Tampa’s
Wiregrass and Seminole
will play Tampa Chamberlin.
(3A-9) The district is
deep with a number of
teams who could play in
the finals. However, the
Shorecrest Chargers were
heavily favored but St.
Pete Catholic Barons
upset the 58-48 in the district finals on Saturday
night. Both teams will advance on Thursday as they
will face unknown opponents.

Local players sign letters of intent
BY PHILLIP HAYWOOD
Sports Writer

ST. PETERSBURG –
Once upon a time, recruiters
from major colleges rarely
came through Pinellas
County to scour the area for
potential recruits.
Now
however, the state of Florida
is loaded with great players
and Pinellas County can be
deemed as a small pocket
were you can find diamonds
in the rough.
For the last two years
Pinellas has produced several Under Armour All
Americans: Dante Fowler
(Lakewood, UF) and Ryan
Green (St. Pete Catholic,
FSU) Sean Covington (St.
Pete High, UCLA) have
been selected so that should
tell you something about
football in this county.
Green was basically the
top recruit to be plucked by
FSU. Even though he was
injured his senior year, he
still garnered attention from
the nation’s top colleges. He
will play running back or
maybe even cornerback because of his athletic ability.
Also,
Shaquill
and
Shaquem (GJG, LWJS, and
Silver Raiders) lead the
Lakewood Spartans by signing with University of Central Florida where they will
play cornerback. Other
schools started a late push
such as USF and Western
Kentucky, but they stayed
committed to their original
choice.
Another Spartan, Tracy
Johnson (GJG), signed with
Texas Southern who plays
in the SWAC . The reason
Johnson chose TSU was because he will be able to compete
as
quarterback
immediately. There were
other colleges who wanted
Johnson as a receiver. Here
is a little known fact, Johnson’s cousin Kyrin Priester
(GJG) who resides in Snellville, Ga., was highly regarded as a wide receiver
(ESPN 150) and signed with
the Clemson Tigers.
Somewhere along the
line there was someone who

cultivated these young men
skill sets. Four of these
young men were given the
basic fundamentals and
work ethic by Paul Haywood
who has been coaching
youth league football around
20 years. But, this is the first
year that he has had this
many kids sign letters of intent. Haywood who has won
multiple championships believes in demanding the
most out of the kids on and
off the field.
Other Signees
AFA- Toddrick Macon
RB Liberty University
Boca Ciega- Demarius
Brinson WR/DB
Youngstown State
Brandon Dillard OL/DL
Preferred Walk on FAMU
Jason Macon TE Preferred Walk on USF
Canterbury- P.J.
Franklin RB/DB Stetson
CCC- Jordan Adderly
DE Fairmont State
Calvin Pringles DB Fairmont State
Trey Larry WR/DB
Garden City Community
College
Mike Stevenson DB
Wake Forest
Countryside- Mike
Love DL USF
East Lake- Peter DiNovo QB (Currently enrolled at UCF)
Lakewood - The
Griffins DB (UCF) Tracy
Johnson QB (Texas South-

Shaquem Griffin
ern) Rodney Adams WR
(Toledo)
Largo- Harry Brown
DL (4.2 weighted GPA 1490
SAT score) Florida Tech
Northeast- Auggie
Sanchez LB USF
St. Pete- Sean Covington K UCLA
Jeremy Kerr TE
John Pellens Maryville
College DL
Pinellas Park- Eric
Hampson OL Old Dominion
Todd Macon

Ryan Green

Who is Buster Davis?
BY PHILLIP HAYWOOD
Sports Writer

ST. PETERSBURG —
Admiral Farragut has come
into their own the last several years as a small school
football powerhouse. But
what was so puzzling is that
the coach abruptly resigned
after he guided his team to
a state championship run a
year ago and a successful
campaign this past season
with a record of 8-2 and narrowly missing the playoffs.
“The reason for my departure is to spend more
time with my family,” said
former coach Chris Miller.
The old “spend more
time with family” excuse.
Funny how several weeks
after his resignation, Miller
was a finalist for the Tampa
Robinson job that yielded
more than 90 applicants.
Could Miller have been
forced out? Did the program want to go in a different direction? Actually the
decision to replace Miller
was in the making quite
some time ago.

The applicants included
William Floyd a former
Lakewood High, San Francisco 49er, FSU alumnus.
Also a former coordinator
at USF was in the fray until
he took a position at Morgan State.
Enter former FSU star
James “Buster Davis, a former linebacker at FSU from
2002-2006. He was a third
round pick of the Arizona
Cardinals and had several
stints with the Lions, Colts
and Texans. Davis’ collegiate experience included
Glenville State in West Virginia in 2010 as a linebackers coach.
Recently Davis coached
at Duval Charter School in
Jacksonville where he
guided them to a 0-7 campaign and his offense
scored only eight points
during their inaugural season. This is a question I
would like to pose to my
readers: How can they hand
pick Miller’s successor and
think he can do a better job?
Is this really the right

Buster Davis
move for Admiral Farragut?
Miller left the team with an
abundance of talent, so
Davis should be in good
shape from that aspect.
One negative that I see
is the fact that Davis does

not know the area. He has
got to be able to establish
relationships in the community. He has to learn where
to pluck the kids from.
In the end, only time will
tell.

Have any questions or comments about TWC Sports? Please Email us at Sports@TheWeeklyChallenger.com
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Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Praise Time 10:45 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:45 a.m.
Tuesday Night Live Prayer Service & Bible Study 7 p.m.

 







Come Worship With the First Baptist Family

     

     






  

  

 




  

   












 


 







Prayer Tower Church of God in Christ
Elder Clarence Welch, Pastor
Elder Carson Skinner, Assistant Pastor
1137 37th Street South, Saint Petersburg, FL 33711
(727) 321-0670



 




 



Kingdom Restoration, Inc.

Faith Based Outreach Ministry
3530 1st Avenue North, Ste. 217
St. Petersburg, Florida 33713

(727) 564-1389
Pastor Shurrea Daniels

Motto: Restoring One Life At A Time

We provide independent services to young women,
between the ages of 18-21, that have aged out of foster care.
Services Offered:
Community Housing, Life Skills, Financial Planning
Performing Arts and Technical Assistance
We also Offer:
E.V.E. Enrichment Classes on Monday and Wednesday 6-8 p.m.
Every 3rd Saturday Women’s Ministry 1-3 p.m.

Visit Us At http://www.kingdomrestoration.info/












Morning Worship ..........................11:00 a.m.
Wednesday Evening Prayer ............6:30 p.m.
Wednesday Night Bible Study.......7:30 p.m.
















   
    
   
   
  
   
    

Victory Christian Center Church

  

    















 


Sunday School .................................9:30 a.m.






  
 





Tutoring offered Tuesday &
Wednesday at 3:30 p.m.
Prayer Meeting 7:00 p.m.
Bible Study 11:00 a.m. & 7:30 p.m.
Youth Bible Study 7:00 p.m.

 
 

 

 



Need a ride? Our Transportation Ministry is available Sundays and Wednesdays

Sunday School 8:45-10:00 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:00 a.m.
Communion - 1st Sunday of each month
New Members Orientation - Sunday at 8:45 a.m.

Having been led, as we believe, by the
Spirit of God to receive the Lord Jesus
Christ as our Saviour; and on the profession of our faith. We the people of
God returning to God’s Word, proclaiming, God’s Will in provoking His
love among one another.




  






 

 
 





 

 
1818 29th Avenue N.
St. Petersburg, Florida
727.898.5571
Sunday Worship

11:30 a.m.






  



 
 




  
  
     
   
 



BETHEL COMMUNITY
BAPTIST CHURCH
2901 - 54th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL. 33712
(727) 866-2567
SERVICES
Sunday School:
8:30 a.m.
Sunday Worship Service:
9:30 a.m.
Bible Study: Wednesdays
at 6:30 p.m.





 
Sunday Worship*
10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study* -7:00 p.m.
Friday Prayer -7:00 p.m.
Intercessory Prayer - 9:00 a.m.


Victory Christian Center is a Word of Faith Church.
For more information about the other services and
ministries at Victory Christian Center, please call (727) 321-0911.
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THE ROCK OF JESUS IS LOCATED AT:
3940 – 18th AVENUE SOUTH
St. Petersburg, Florida





 



Telephone: 727-327-0015 • Fax: 727-327-0021
Office Hours: Tuesday and Friday
9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.





Queen Street Church of God in Christ
Elder Willie Williamson, Pastor
First Lady, Patricia Williamson
1732 9th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
727-896-4356

SERVICES
Sunday
Sunday School – 9:30 a.m.
A. M. Service – 11 a.m.
Tuesday
Morning Prayer – 9 to 10 a.m.
Wednesday YPWW Bible Study – 7:30 p.m.

CHURCH NEWS
St. Mark MBC
The St. Mark Missionary
Baptist Church, its pastor, the
Reverend Brian K. Brown, its
official staff of Deacons and
Trustees, and the entire congregation, extends to the community at large, its wish that there
would be an overflowing of
God’s blessings upon their lives.
St. Mark is grounded in a
Christ-centered doctrine that
has as its central theme, a belief
that we are a haven of hope,
help, and healing for a world
hungering for and thirsting after
the enlightened word of God.
At St. Mark, we are Christians
willing to work and partner in
unity, praising God for His awesome gift, His son Jesus Christ.
Upcoming Events for Feb.
Feb. 16 - General Mission
Reset Breakfdast Meeting at 10
a.m. for all Ministries of St.

Mt. Zion Progressive MBC

Mark.
Feb. 17 - Right hand of Fellowship after Morning Worship
Church Outing ~ Galilee M. B.
Church at 3:30 p.m.
Feb. 24 - Ice cream social for
the St. Mark Family sponsored by
the Hospitality Community immediately after morning worship in the
Fellowship Hall.
Feb. 25-28 - National Baptist
Mid-Winter Board
Weekly Scheduled Activities for St. Mark
Sunday School held for
both children and adults of all
ages. Sunday School starts each
Sunday morning at 9:30 a.m. All
are invited to come out and join
us.
Baptist Training Union is
each Sunday at 5 p.m. Members
and the general public are invited to come out study the

Bible with us, and learn “What
Baptist Believe.”
Children and Youth Ministry Meetings are held every
Tuesday at 6 p.m. Children in
the community are welcomed
to join us.
N I. K. E. After School Tutoring (4:30-6 p.m.) on Tuesdays & Thursdays (closed
during holiday seasons and
school breaks)
Young Adult Ministry every
Monday from 6:30 p.m. (Bible
Study)
Sunday School Teachers’
Meeting is held every Tuesday
at 7 p.m.
Senior Hour of Power Bible
Study is held every Wednesday
at 9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible
Study
every
Wednesday
evening at 7 p.m.

Friendship MBC
“The Ship – One Lord, One
Faith, One Baptism, One
Church.”
Join us as we embark on
our continuous exciting journey for 2013 in His glory and
honor. We will saturate the
year with a focus to introduce
Jesus Christ to our community.
Friendship is a committed
church family open to all who
wish to embrace it. If this season you have not visited a
church, we cordially invite you

to come and fellowship with
us!
Have you found the key?
If you’re looking for the key to
happiness or heaven, you’ll
find it through Jesus Christ.
Dr. John A. Evans, Sr., and
Friendship welcomes you to
our open doors. Friendships’
Morning Service starts at 7:45
a.m. and 10:45 a.m. Sunday
School begins at 9:30 a.m.
The Youth Enrichment –
Awana curriculum convenes
on Thursday nights, at 7. First

Lady Teresa Evans, director of
Youth Ministry.
Prayer still works for the
glory of God. Come join us
each Wednesday for Noonday
Bible Study or each Wednesday night at 7 p.m. as we study
in the Book of MARK, Dr.
John A. Evans, Sr., facilitator.
Friendship is located at
3300 31st St. S., St. Petersburg, Florida 33712. Our telephone number: 727-906-8300.
www.fmbctheship.org
God Bless You – The Ship!

“Impact the world by
equipping believers to reach
the lost with the gospel of Jesus
Christ.”
Reverend Louis Murphy,
Sr. and the entire Mt Zion
family extend an open invitation to join us not only in Sunday worship, but also
throughout the week for various programs and ministries.
Feb. 19 – Voices of Zion
Contemporary Choir will
have rehearsal in the main
sanctuary at 8 PM.
Feb. 20 – Join us for Bible
Study at Noon or 6:30 p.m. in
the main sanctuary. Prayer
service starts at 6 p.m., and
Baptism will follow bible
study.
Feb. 25 – Orientation for
the next session of Crown Financial. 6 - 8 p.m. Youth Education Building 919 20th St
S.
Contact Dea. Danny
Carter or Avis Carter at 727-

328-2944 for more information Reflect on 85 years of
serving the community. For
more information call 727894-4311
Men’s Unity Ministry Invite all men to come out
every 3rd Thursday of the
month for a unity fellowship
at 7 p.m. in the Mt. Zion
Youth Fellowship Hall to understand what a “Man of God
should look like.”
One-80 Teen Ministry
will host “College Prep 101”
Parents and Teens if college
is in your future please join
College Prep 101, held the
1st and 3rd Tuesday’s of each
month in the Youth Fellowship Hall 6:30 – 7:30 p.m.
C.A.R.E. weekly Tuesday
night meetings have changed
to the 1st and 3rd Tuesday at
7 p.m. Join us at the CARE
building. For more information contact Min. Keith Murphy at 727-289-6957.

Reading & Math Enhancement Tutorial Program
– Grades K – 9th will be offered homework assistance,
math, reading, and vocabulary skills, and much more.
Applications available at Mt
Zion Human Services. Or
contact Ms. Doris Newton at
727-822-0443, ext. 301
Let’s Get Connected!
Mt. Zion Progressive is
now social. Checkout the latest events, ministry news,
and more by following us on
FACEBOOK, TWITTER and
YOUTUBE. Visit our website and let’s get connected!
www.MZProgressive.org
For additional information on any of these announcements, please contact
the church office.
Mt. Zion Progressive
Missionary Baptist Church.
955 20th St. S., St. Petersburg
Florida. 727-894-4311, email:
info@mzprogressive.org.

United for Christ
United for Christ invites
you to their fundraiser event
on Sat., Feb. 16, from 11– 3
p.m. at 4116 34th St. S., St.
Petersburg. Garage sale and
hot sandwiches
United for Christ invites
you to their Christian workshop entitled, “Women’s
Heart Christ Home” Sat.,

Feb. 23 from 10 – Noon.
Registration starts at 9
a.m. Continental breakfast
and lunch will be served.
Guest Speakers — Elder
Barbara Williams of Bethel
Community Baptist Church
Sandra Williams of St.
Mark Missionary Baptist
Church

Minister Diane Hunt of
Mt. Zion Progressive Missionary Baptist Church
Ella Haynes of New
Pleasant Grove Missionary
Baptist Church
For more information
please call 727-687-8400.

Galilee MBC
Bethel Metropolitan Baptist Church
Bethel Metropolitan Missionary Baptist Church,
“God’s House in the City,”
under the leadership of Dr
Rickey L. Houston extends an
invitation to the community to
join us as we declare the living
Word of God. Join us at 9 a.m.
for Sunday School and at 10:15
a.m. worship service. Bible
Study and Teen Summit/Children Rising are held on
Wednesday evening, at 7 p.m.
We are committed to a
Christ-centered, People-centered, Team-centered and
Bible-based teaching ministry;
with priorities focused on
Love, Forgiveness, Unity,
Peace and Growth. We cele-

brate in worship, we care for
one another, we cultivate the
fullest spiritual life possible
both individually and corporately; and we communicate
God’s truth at every opportunity. Living out these principles results in a kaleidoscope
of ministries for all ages and
interests. We also encourage
the community to make use of
our Prayer Line. (727-3219645)
Ministry to Singles Fun
and Fellowship Night is scheduled for Sat., Feb. 16, from
5 p.m. to 8 p.m. Please RSVP
to Anna Bell Killen at 867-1963
if you plan to attend.
The Youth Ministry is



preparing for their Spring Harvest Fest, Saturday March 16,
2013 from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. on
the grounds of Bethel Metropolitan. Come and enjoy Fun
and Games, a Grill Master
Cook Off, Cupcake Bake Off,
Line Dancing to gospel music
and many other events celebrating God’s favor and blessings with church family and
community.
“Jesus On Every Scene In
2013” Matthew 28:20
Telephone: 727-327-0554
Fax: 727-327-0240
Email:bchur ch5@tampabay.rr.com
Website:
www.bmmbc.org

Galilee Missionary Baptist Church will observe its
church’s 73rd and pastor
Earnest Jones’ 33rd anniversary Sun., Feb. 17.

The 10:50 a.m. speaker
will be Reverend Joseph Gordon, retired pastor of Pleasant Grove MBC. The 3:30
p.m. worship service will be

provided by Reverend Brian
K. Brown of St. Mark MBC.
Please join the members of
Galilee for these services, 505
35th St. S., St. Petersburg.

First Mt. Zion MBC
It is that time of the year
again when the First Mount
Zion Missionary Baptist
Church family will observe
their church and pastor’s anniversary.
The church will be celebrating 96 years and our Pastor Wallace Elliott, Sr. will be
celebrating 21 years of service. Worship will be held
nightly from Mon., Feb. 18—

22 at 7:30 p.m. Ministers and
congregations on program
include:
Feb. 18 - St. John Missionary Baptist- Rev. Norris
Martin
Feb. 19 - New Congregational Church of God-Elder
Earl Mills
Feb. 20 - Concord Missionary
Baptist-Reverend
Willie D. Miller

Feb. 21 - Gethsemane
Missionary Baptist-Reverend
Ronald Gibson
Feb. 22 - Trinity CME,
Tampa, FL-Reverend Joe
Johnson
The final program will
take place on Sun., Feb. 24 at
11 a.m. with Minister Jeff
Tomlinson of St. John Missionary Baptist as the featured speaker.
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